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XIX.—On the Birds of the Volcano Islands.
By Henry Seepony, F.Z.S.

Since my paper on the Birds of the Bonin Islands (Ibis,
1890, pp. 95-108) was published Mr. Holst has visited the
Volcano Islands, and has sent me a box of birds’ skins and
eggs from Sulphur Island, the central one of the group.

The Volcano Islands lie south of the Bonin Islands, in the
same latitude as the north of Formosa, and in the same longi-
tude as the east of the main island of Japan. Sulphur Island
is a low, flat, narrow stretch of land, about five miles long,
with what appears to be an extinct voleano, about 600 feet
high, in the south-west. The centre is very barren, principally
black sand and grey clay, with a few dried-up tufts of grass,
and an occasional hardy bush. Everywhere are scattered
stones and rocks, especially to the north-east, and in the
centre are three or four big blocks of rock, two or three
hundred feet high. To the south-east of these rocks is a
plain of what seemed to be pure sulphur, which was boiling
furiously in three or four holes when visited by Mr. Holst.
Close to the north shore are some hot springs. There are a
few large trees on the island, and both in the north-cast and
in the south-east is dense low scrub, bound together with
climbers. Forty miles north of Sulphur Island is the island
of San Alessandro, a steep and almost inaccessible mountain,
some 23500 feet high. The following birds were cbserved on
Sulphur Island.

MONTICOLA CYANUS SOLITARIUS.
The Eastern Blue Rock Thrush was not very common.

HyPSIPETES SQUAMICEPS.
The Bonin Island Bulbul was not very common.

CETTIA DIPHONE.
The Bonin Bush Warbler was common. Two examples

were sent.

Z0STEROPS JAPONICUS ?

Six examples of a White-eye were sent, five of them in
spirits, and one which had been in spirits. The latter has a
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pale yellow throat, and the upper parts are greenish. The
others have faded to grey above and white below, with a trace
of brown on the breast and flanks.

It is impossible to say whether they represent a new species
or not. They do not differ in dimensions from the Japanese
species.

FriNGILLA KITTLITZI.

The Bonin Island Greenfinch wascommon. Three examples
sent.

FAvrco PEREGRINUS.

Four or five pairs of Peregrine Falcons frequented the rocks
near the centre of the island, and appeared to live principally
upon Bulwer’s Petrel, which was very abundant. Two ex-
amples sent.

CoLUMBA IANTHINA.

The Pigeon of Sulphur Island seems to bhe the Japanese
species, and not the fine bird of the Parry Islands (Columba
versicolor). It breeds on the island, but is not common.
This bird and its allics have evidently nothing to do with the
genus Carpophaga. 1 have recently examined large series of
both groups from Polynesia, and find that whercas the species
belonging to the genus Carpophaga have 14 tail-feathers,
those belonging to the subgenus lanthenas have only 12 as
in typical Columba. There scems to me to be no rcason
whatever why they should be removed from the genus
Columba. Probably Gray was the first person who made the
mistake (Gray, ¢ Genera of Birds,” ii. p. 469), which Jerdon
followed, to Blyth’s astonishment (Blyth, Ibis, 1867, p. 149).
There seem to be also various anatomical peculiarities in
which these Pigeons differ from Carpophaga and agree with
Columba. 'There does not appear to be any generic difference
between Columba ianthine of Japan and Columba laurivora
of the Canaries.

The crown in newly moulted examples of Columba ianthina
is slate grey, glossed with pinkish purple. The purple gloss
seems to increase in amount with the age of the feather,
until it entirely hides the slate-grey; but as it increases it
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becomes duller and more rusty in colour, until finally it
fades to a rusty brown without gloss. Two examples from
Sulphur Island are in the intermediate stage.

PORZANA QUADRISTRIGATA.

The White-eyebrowed Crake was occasionally seen on
Sulphur Island, and one example was sent home. It was
taken on the 7th of June. This is probably the most northerly
locality whence it has been. obtained.

2 ToTANUS INCANUS BREVIPES.
Two examples, supposed to be the Asiatic Wandering
Tattler, were seen.

+DI0MEDEA NIGRIPES.

A species of Black Albatros was breeding in great numbers
on the sandy ground, many rotten eggs were lying about,
and there were plenty of young in down, some almost full-
grown, standing like so many soldiers on guard. An egg
taken on the 8th of June measures 4°2 inches by 26 inches,
and is dirty white, without any spots.

+PUFFINUS CUNEATUS.

The types of this Shearwater were discovered in the
spring of 1883 on Krusenstern Island, between the Sandwich
Islands and the Marshall Islands, by Mr. Snow of Yokohama,
who sent them to me. Being unable to identify them with
any known species of Puffinus, I gave one of them to Mr.
Salvin, who described it as a new species under the name of
Pyffinus cuneatus in the July number of this journal for 1888
(Ibis, 1888, p. 353). Four months later, on the 8th of
November, the same species was described as Puffinus
knudseni (Stejneger, Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 1888, p. 93) from
an example discovered by Mr. Knudsen on Kauai, one of the
Sandwich Islands.

Snow’s Shearwater has a long cuneate tail (central rectrices
5'4, outer ones 3'7 inches) ; the mantle is brown (not grey),
and the breast and belly white. It breeds abundantly on
Sulphur Island, and Mr. Holst has sent a female, with the
egg taken with it; the latter measures 2-5 inches by 165,
and is unspotted. On the label of the skin the bill is said to
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be light grey with a black hook; the tarsi and feet are
described as pale pink, and the irides as pale brown.

7~BULWERIA BULWERI.

Bulwer’s Petrel has been supposed to be peculiar to the
Atlantie, but it has recently occurred in the Pacific Ocean
on Kauai, one of the Sandwich Islands (Stejneger, Proc.
U. S. Nat. Mus. 1890, p. 380).

Mr. Holst found it very common on Sulphur Island, and
sends three examples, in each of which the pale bar across the
wing formed by the grey margins of the greater wing-coverts
is very conspicuous, which bar is said to be absent in
Bulweria macgillivray: from the Fiji Islands. These Petrels
flew about at night like Bats in the twilight in great numbers,
being extremely bold, sometimes touching the gun with the
tips of their wings, but the rapidity of their flight made it
very difficult to shoot them. Mr. Holst succeeded in
dropping one of them, and afterwards secured several more
in the daytime, when they werc found hidden away in pairs
among the bushes and rocks all over the island, but he was
unable to find any eggs.

+ SULA LEUCOGASTRA.

The Common Booby was very abundant, and great numbers
of their eggs were taken early in June. They vary in size
from 27 inches by 1'7 to 2'4 inches by 1°6.

7 PHAETON RUBRICAUDA.

The Red-tailed Tropic Bird was only seen on San
Alessandro, where it was very abundant, but kept well
above the range of gunshot. No skins were brought from
this island, but Boobies, Albatroses, and many small birds
were seen.

XX.—O0n a supposed new Species of Petrel of the Genus
Estrelata, from the Kermadec Islands. By OsBERT SALVIN,
M.A., F.R.8,, &ec.

“++(ESTRELATA CERVICALIS, Sp. 1.

Supra capite summo nigro plumis omnibus ad basin albis,
cervice postica alba plumis stricte pallido griseo margi-



